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If development works do not begin within eighteen months to two years of 
the date of this report  of this report, an update survey is likely to be required 
in accordance with guidance from Natural Resources Wales (NRW) (CIEEM, 
2019) and BS 42020:2013, to determine if conditions  have changed since 
those described in this report.  
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Only those species with potential to be present on -site are mentioned within this report. The m ethodologies 

used were as follows: 

Birds  

Any birds observed during the field survey were recorded, in addition to features capable of supporting 

nesting birds (e.g. trees, hedgerows, buildings, bramble, ruderal vegetation and rough grassland etc.). The 

site was also assessed for its actual and potential suitability to support Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

(as amended) Schedule 1 species. 

A comprehensive bird survey, such as a breeding bird survey, was not undertaken as this was beyond the 

scope of the assessment.   

Bats  

Preliminary Ground-level Roost Assessment  

A preliminary ground-level roost assessment of the trees within the survey area was undertaken, looking 

for features that bats could use for roosting (Potential Roost Features 12 (PRF) and evidence of bats (i.e. 

droppings in, around or below a PRF; odour emanating from a PRF; audible squeaking at dusk or during 

warm weather; or staining below the PRF). A systematic inspection was carried out around all accessible 

aspects of the tree, from both close to the trunk and further away. The location of the trees is shown on 

7.  

The trees were assessed for their suitability to support roosting and hibernating bats in accordance with 

Table 4.1 of the Bat Conservation Trusts Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines 

(Collins, 2016) (See Appendix 6). A high-powered torch (Clulite), binoculars and a ladder were used as 

appropriate during the survey.  

Daytime Internal and External Building Inspection  

A systematic search of the exterior and interior of the buildings  was undertaken, looking for features that 

bats could use for entry/ exit and roosting13 and to search for the presence of bats or evidence of bat use, 

such as droppings, feeding remains, urine staining, scratch marks and the remains of dead bats. The survey 

was undertaken on the 5th April 2023 by Charley Kennedy, Rebecca Corley, and Yasmine Garland. 

A high-powered torch (Clulite), binoculars and a ladder were used as appropriate during the survey.  

The locations of the buildings are shown on Plan 8. 

 

 
12 Potential Roost Features that bats may use identified by Andrews include: woodpecker-holes; squirrel-holes; knot-holes; pruning- 
cuts; tear-outs; wounds; cankers; compression-forks; butt -rots; lightning strikes; hazard -beams; subsidence-cracks; shearing cracks; 
transverse cracks; welds; lifting bark; frost -cracks; fluting and ivy.  
13 Bats may utilise gaps as small as 8mm by 20mm (Bat Conservation Trust, Cluster flies leaflet) 
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2.2.4.   Assessment of Ecological Value  

The value of the habitats and features of the site have been provisionally evaluated and graded in 

accordance with a geographical frame of reference as detailed in Guidelines for Ecological Impact 

Assessment in the United Kingdom and Ireland ( CIEEM, 2018). The level of value of specific ecological 

receptors is assigned using a geographic frame of reference, i.e. international value being most important, 

then national, regional, county, district, local and , lastly, within the immediate zone of influence of t he site 

only. Brief descriptions of how Acer Ecology interprets these categories are set out in Appendix 4. 

2.2.5.   Limitations  

General Temporal Limitations 

Any ecological survey can only identify what was present on-site at the time the survey was conducted  and 

habitat usage by species can change over time.  

Survey Restrictions due to Health and Safety 

Due to health and safety considerations, not all parts of the buildings could be inspected during the 

preliminary roost assessment. Voids within C block and a second void within T block were deemed unsafe 

to enter ; however, the survey is only slightly constrained,  as further survey work has been recommended. 

Therefore, this is not considered to have significantly affected the accuracy of the assessment. 

Survey Restrictions due to Building Height 

Chimneys are present on the roof of Block S; however, the building is too high to see any potential features 

that could be used by roosting or foraging bats. However, the survey is only slightly constrained, and this 

is not considered to have significantly affected the accuracy of th e assessment. 

Restricted Access Due to Presence of Suspended Ceiling  

Due to the presence of a suspended ceiling, the loft void of B block could not be fully accessed. Therefore, 

a search for evidence of bats was constrained to areas near the loft hatch of  the suspended ceiling only. 

The survey is only slightly constrained,  as further survey work has been recommended. Therefore, this is 

not considered to have significantly affected the accuracy of the assessment. 

Incomplete Survey Information  

Full surveys for the protected species listed previously have not yet been carried out. For some species of 

fauna for which evidence has been found or which are considered likely to occur on site, further targeted 

survey is advisable at a more appropriate time of year  (see Section 4).  
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3.  Baseline Ecological Conditions, Evaluation and Development Impacts  

The baseline conditions and evaluation of the in-situ habitats and the actual/ potential presence of 

protected species are discussed in this section. Potential impacts on protected sites, in-situ habitats and 

protected or notable species arising from the proposed development are identified, including both direct 

and indirect impacts, and those associated with construction and operational stages. 

A summary of relevant legislation and planning policies relating to protected sites, habitats and species is 

provided in Appendices 1 and 2.  

3.1.  Statutory Nature Conservation Designated Sites       

Table 3: SAC Catchment near Development Site 

SAC 
Catchment  

Description  Distance and 
Direction 

from 
Development 

Site  

Likely Phosphate 
Impacts  

 

Requirements  

The River Usk15 A large linear ecosystem 
which acts as an 
important wildlife 
corridor, an essential 
migration route and key 
breeding area for many 
nationally and 
internationally important 
species. Neither the SAC 
or SSSI was specifically 
designated for bats but 
the citation states that 
the frequent tree cover 
provides valuable 
feeding and roosting 
habitats for several bat 
species including 
Daubenton's bat. 

14km to the 
north-west. 

Unlikely to be any 
impacts due to 
distance from site.  
 
 
 
 

The proposals 
should be screened 
by the LPA through 
a Habitats 
Regulations 
Assessment (HRA, 
to determine 
whether they are 
likely to have a 
significant effect on 
the SAC. 

The LPA should be 
consulted at the 
earliest stage of the 
project.  

 
Statutory Sites (SACs or SSSIs) Designated for Bats within 10km of Site 

The proposed development site lies within 10km of the following sites that have been specifically designated 

for bats:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
15 hiips://naturalresources.wales/media/628526/SAC_UK0013007_Register_Entry001.pdf  
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Table 6: Non-Statutory Sites Designated Within 2km 

Site Name  Designation  Description  

Distance and 
Direction 

from 
Development 

Site  

Development 
Impacts  

Monmouth to 
Brecon 
Canal23 

SINC The whole of the canal has 
been included within this SINC 
as it forms an important linear 
corridor for a variety of species. 
It is divided by several roads 
and short dry sections, but still 
represents a significant length 
of wetland habitat. The most 
abundant canal vegetation 
comprises fringing stands of 
reed sweet-grass (Glyceria 
maxima), hemlock water 
dropwort ( Oenanthe crocata), 
greater willowherb (Epilobium 
hirsutum), and young alders 
(Alnus glutinosa), but a wide 
range of other wetland plants 
occurs along its length. Aquatic 
plants occur in a few places, 
including water lilies, 
duckweeds, water soldier 
(Stratiotes aloides) and curled 
pondweed (Potamogeton 
crispus). The wooded 
embankments have a mature 
canopy of beech (Fagus 
sylvatica), sycamore (Acer 
pseudoplatanus) and other  
species. 

0.1km to the 
north.  

Due to the close 
proximity of the 
development site 
to the SINC, there 
could potentially 
be adverse 
impacts to nearby 
areas of the SINC 
as a result of the 
development, 
including 
increased 
disturbance and 
habitat 
degradation along 
the SINC 
boundary. 
Recommendations 
to mitigate these 
impacts are 
outlined in Section 
4 of this report.  

River Ebbw24 SINC This SINC comprises the full 
length of the River Ebbw within 
the county borough and 
adjacent semi-natural habitats. 
This is one of three main 
watercourses in the county 
borough and represents a 
significant linear wildlife 
corridor. The river and the 
adjacent semi-natural habitats 
have been included to 
incorporate the whole of the 
river corridor for ecological 
connectivity purposes.  

0.3km to the 
south. 

Due to the close 
proximity of the 
development site 
to the SINC, there 
could potentially 
be adverse 
impacts to nearby 
areas of the SINC 
as a result of the 
development, 
including 
increased 
disturbance and 
habitat 
degradation along 
the SINC 
boundary. 
Recommendations 
to mitigate these 

 
23 hiip://citations.lercwales.org.uk/sinc/cly/SINC196.pdf   
24 hiip://citations.lercwales.org.uk/sinc/cly/SINC198.pdf   
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impacts are 
outlined in Section 
4 of this report.  

Coed Mam-
Gu25 

SINC A mix of broadleaved 
woodland, bracken and scrub. 
The eastern part of the site is 
classified as cleared ancient 
woodland, although a good 
number of semi-natural 
woodland indicator species are 
still present. A former quarry 
lies in the centre of the site, 
which is largely shaded by 
woodland species. The SINC 
also includes two small fields of 
sheep-grazed semi-improved 
acid grassland with anthills. 

0.3km to the 
north.  

Due to the 
localised nature of 
the works, no 
adverse impacts 
are anticipated to 
the protected 
sites. 

River 
Sirhowy26 

SINC This SINC comprises the full 
length of the River Sirhowy 
within the county borough and 
adjacent semi-natural habitats. 
This is one of three main 
watercourses in the county 
borough and represents a 
significant linear wildlife 
corridor. The river valley is lined 
by trees along most of its 
length, and flows in a l argely 
natural, rocky channel. 
Japanese knotweed occurs 
alongside most of the river.  

0.4km to the 
south-west. 

Mynydd y Lan 
Woodlands, 
Cwmcarn27 

SINC A mixed area of woodland on 
sloping valley-sides, including 
stands of ancient broadleaved 
woodland and replanted 
ancient woodland. The oldest 
stands are of mature beech 
woods with occasional areas of 
sessile oak (Quercus petraea). 
The relatively sparse ground 
flora of these areas includes a 
number of plants indicative of 
semi-natural woodland. 
Younger stands of alder, downy 
birch (Betula pubescens) and 
sessile oak are also present 
with brambles forming a large 
component of the understorey. 
The site includes areas of 
conifer plantation and some of 
these have been planted on 
ancient woodland. Areas of 
felled conifer plantation are 
regenerating a ground flora 

0.5km to the 
north-west. 

Due to the 
distance of the 
development site 
from the 
protected sites 
and the localised 
nature of the 
works, no adverse 
impacts are 
anticipated. 

 
25 http:/ /citations.lercwales.org.uk/sinc/cly/SINC144.pdf  
26 hiip://citations.lercwales.org.uk/sinc/cly/SINC199.pdf   
27 hiip://citations.lercwales.org.uk/sinc/cly/SINC140.pdf   
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including a high proportion of 
Bracken, birch and bluebells 
with broadleaved tree species 
including sessile oak and 
rowan. 

Darran 
woodland, 
Fernlea28 

SINC Broadleaved woodland with 
areas of bracken and scrub, 
and a small, sheep-grazed field 
of semi-improved acid 
grassland. The main woodland 
area and the hedge beside 
Darren Road include a good 
number of semi-natural 
woodland indicator species.  

0.8km to the 
west. 

Due to the 
distance of the 

development site 
from the 

protected sites 
and the localised 

nature of the 
works, no adverse 

impacts are 
anticipated. 

 

Mynydd 
Machen, 
West of 
Risca29 

SINC An area of sheep-grazed 
common, largely covered by a 
mix of bracken, acid grassland 
and heath. Bracken dominates 
most of the hillsides with heath 
comprising mainly bilberry, and 
heather is more common on 
the steeper parts and on the 
top of the hill. A fiel d of short -
grazed semi-improved acid 
grassland is present on the 
north-facing side near Gelli-
ffiniog. Calcareous grassland 
occurs in association with 
former quarries at the far east 
site of the site. Mature trees of 
oak and beech occur on some 
of the steep north-facing 
slopes. Young downy birch 
scrub woodland is present in 
the eastern part of the site.  

0.8km to the 
south. 

Mynydd y 
Lan, West of 
Cwmcarn30 

SINC An area of sheep grazed upland 
common, supporting a mix of 
bracken, acid grassland and 
heath. The top of the plateau 
area supports heathland 
comprising mainly bilberry and 
heather in the southern part of 
the SINC, while the more 
heavily grazed northern half 
supports a mix of purple moor -
grass (Molinia caerulea) and 
soft rush ( Juncus effusus). 
Bracken dominates most of the 
hillsides, especially close to the 
adjacent woodlands. Young 
trees of downy birch occur in a 
few places, generally in 
association with bracken. Two 
ponds and a number of dry 

0.9km to the 
west. 

 
28 hiip://citations.lercwales .org.uk/sinc/cly/SINC146.pdf  
29 hiip://citations.lercwales.org.uk/sinc/cly/SINC150.pdf   
30 hiip://citations.lercwales.org.uk/sinc/cly/SINC137.pdf   
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ditches are also present. At the 
south of the site a disused 
quarry includes rock outcrops 
and acid grassland. 

Ancient Woodland Sites 

The following table shows the ancient woodland sites within 2km of the site:  

Table 7: Ancient Woodland Sites Within 2km 
 

Ancient Woodland Site  Number within 2km of Site  

Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland (ASNW)73 34 

Restored Ancient Woodland Sites (RAWS)74 One 

Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS)75 35 

Ancient Woodland Sites of Unknown Category76 16 

Nearest Area of Ancient Woodland Two unnamed area of ASNW located 0.2km from 
the site, one located north and the other located 

to the south . 

Development Impacts None, due to the distances between these 
woodlands and the proposed development site 

3.3.  Habitats and Vegetation  

The results of the general survey of habitats and vegetation are shown on  Plan 4. A botanical species list 

is provided in Appendix 4. 

The site consists of following elements which are described in detail overleaf. These comprise: 
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Table 8: On-Site Habitats 

Phase 1 
Habitat  UK Habs Habitat  Description  Ecological 

Value  
Development 

Impacts  
Scattered 
Broadleaved 
and 
Coniferous 
Trees (A3.1 
and A3.2) 

J5 Other Habitat Multiple scattered broadleaved and coniferous 
trees are present within the development site. 
Detailed descriptions of these trees are 
included in Section 3.6.3. Their locations are 
shown on Plan 4. 

Site Value Development impacts 
cannot be assessed in 
the absence of 
development plans. 
Impacts will be assessed 
when the development 
plans are decided. 

Amenity 
Grassland 
(J1.2) 
 

g4 Modified grassland 
 
 

Large patches of amenity grassland are 
located across the development site. Perennial 
rye-grass is dominant present (Lolium 
perenne). Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale 
agg.), red clover (Trifolium pratense), and 
Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus) are all 
abundant. Frequent daisy (Bellis perennis),   

Site value 
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As the impact of the proposals are to be confined to the development footprint it is not anticipated that there will be any adverse impact to the habitats off site.  

Buildings 
(J.3.6) 

Urban - Developed 
land; sealed surface 
(u1b) 

Approximately fifteen buildings are present on 
site, used as educational spaces, workshops 
and for chemical storage. Detailed building 
descriptions are provided in Section 3.5.3 
below. 

Site value 
 
. 

At the time of writing, 
final plans are yet to be 
developed. Impacts 
should be reassessed 
once final plans are in 
place. 

Hard 
Standing13 

Urban - Developed 
land; sealed surface 
(u1b) 

Hard standing in the form of pathways and car 
parking is abundant across the site.  

Negligible value. 
 
 

Could largely be 
retained as part of the 
development. 
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Photo 1: Example of Amenity Grassland (North of 
F Block) 

Photo 2: Introduced Shrub  

  
Photo 3: Species Rich Hedgerow with Trees 

 

Photo 4: Fence 

 

Photo 5: Buildings 

 

Photo 6: Hard Standing 

 

3.4.  Invasive Plant Species  

No invasive species listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) were 

recorded during the site visit.  
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3.5.  Assessment of Ecological Value of Off -site Habitats  

Survey Results 

The off-site habitats surrounding the site largely consist of developed land, amenity grassland and 

urbanised environments. They are assessed as supporting low-grade and widespread habitats of value only 

within the immediate zone of influence (i.e of very low ecological significance). The site does, however, lie 

0.1km to the south of the Monmouth and Brecon Canal SINC, which forms an important linear corridor for 

a variety of species. The SINC is separated from the site by several roads and short dry sections, but still 

represents a significant length of wetland habitat.  

Assessment of Development Impacts 

The areas of amenity grassland are assessed as being a low-grade and widespread habitat of value only 

within the immediate zone of influence (i.e of very l ow ecological significance).   

No particularly noteworthy plant species were recorded from these habitats during the current survey. The 

grassland areas are probably of some minor value for fauna such as foraging birds, bats, small mammals, 

and invertebrates, but are considered unlikely to be of any greater than average value for these species.  
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Photo 11: Mature Willow-Leaved Cottoneaster (T2) Photo 12: Dense Ivy Coverage, T2 (PRF) 

  
Photo 13: Mature Cherry Tree (T3) Photo 14: Knot Hole (Circled), T3 (PRF) 
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Photo 15: T4-T10 Photo 16: Dense Ivy Growth, T8  

  
Photo 17: Damaged Limb with Knot Holes, T8 Photo 18: Mature Willow-Leaf Cotoneaster Tree, 

T11 

  

T2-7 and T9-11 have been assessed as having low potential to support roosting bats. 

T1 and T8 have been assessed as having moderate potential to support roosting bats. 

Buildings and Other Structures  

Building Descriptions 

Description of Block A 

Block A is a red-brick building with  areas of wooden cladding, which appears in good condition throughout 

(Photo 19). The UPVC windows are all well-sealed, fitting well into their apertures. Security lights are 

present on all elevations. The roof is pitched and comprises plastic sheeting, which appears to be in good 

condition. The uPVC soffits are mostly well-sealed, however a slight gap is present between the wall and 

the soffit box on the northern elevation (Photo 22). There are also gaps between the soffit box and ex ternal 

wall above the window on the western elevation and another on the southern elevation. A large hole is 

also present in the soffit on the southern elevation. These features all provide suitable roosting locations 

for bats. A metal garage door is present on the southern elevation, with a timber frame. This is well -sealed, 

with no gaps present. Two timber connecting structures are present between the A Block buildings, both 

of which contain small voids (Photo 99, Photo 100). The voids are very shallow in depth. Void 1 is well-
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sealed, with no light ingress present. Void 2, however, has an open hatch, providing access to bats (Photo 

21). There are sections of lifted lead flashing and loose panelling present on Void 2, which also provide 

suitable access points and roosting locations for bats.  

Description of Block B 

Block B features a similar composition to Block A, however the wooden cladding is in considerably poorer 

condition. The cladding is coming away from the wall on the eastern elevation, and in some s ections has 

rotted away (Photo 31). This provides a potential roosting location for crevice-dwelling bats. Some bricks 

are missing in the wall on the eastern elevation, and multiple gaps are present in the mortar between the 

bricks (Photo 26). Some sections of lead flashing on the eastern elevation are lifted, and gaps are also 

present beneath the timber door (Photo  25). There are various holes in the wooden cladding on all 

elevations, which may provide suitable roosting locations for crevice-dwelling bats (Photo 27). There is also 

a large gap present in the soffit box  on the eastern and southern elevations (Photo 29, Photo 30). Vents 

are present on all elevations, however the majority of these are grated, with the exception of an accessible 

vent on the eastern extension. The void present in B Block (Void 3) comprises a metal A-frame structure, 

with a plywood ceiling and foam insulatio. Rockwool insulation is present throughout the void in large 

quantities. A water tank is present within the void; this is cov ered (Photo 101). Considerable light ingress 

originates from the uncapped vent on the eastern elevation, which may also act as an access point for 

roosting bats (Photo 102). The floor is very clean, with minimal clutter. No evidence of bats was recorded 

during the survey.  

Description of Block C 

Block C is comprised of breezeblocks, which appear to be in good condition with no gaps in the mortar  

(Photo 33). However, some cavities are present in the wall on the western elevation, where the mortar has 

eroded away (Photos 34-35). The roof is flat, with no void present, and is constructed using metal sheeting. 

The uPVC windows fit well in their apertures, with no gaps present. A vent is present on the western 

elevation, which is well-sealed. Some gaps are present under the metal roof trim, however the thermal 

properties of the trim make this unsuitable for bats . The building is regularly used, and so experiences high 

levels of footfall and disturbance.  

Description of Block E 

Block E comprises red brick, with wooden panelling present on the connecting building  (Photo 36, Photo 

42). The soffits and fascias are composed of uPVC, and the roof is constructed using plastic panelling in a 

pitched formation. The extension on the western elevation features the same construc tion, however the 

roof is flat and comprises felt. A hole is present in the wall beneath the soffit on the western elevation, 

where the extension meets the main structure (Photo  37). Gaps are also present in the metal panels of the 

fascias on the northern and southern elevations; however, due to the thermal properties of the material, 

this is unlikely to be used as a roosting location by bats (Photo  38). There are numerous gaps in the 

brickwork on the northern elevation, which could be utilised by crevice -dwelling bats (Photo 40). There are 
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also access points into the soffits in the form of cracked seals above the uPVC windows on the northern 

elevation. No void is present within the roof . 

Description of Block F  

Block F is a wooden-clad structure with a flat  roof and uPVC soffits (Photo 43). The wooden cladding is in 

very poor condition, with multiple small holes and gaps present on all elevations; these provide access and 

roosting locations for crevice-dwelling bats (Photo 44). Multiple panels are lifted or damaged (Photo 45-

46). The uPVC soffits appear to be well-sealed, with no visible gaps present. No void is present within the 

roof. 

Description of Block G 

Block G comprises multiple conjoined buildings, including a similar red-brick structure to Block C, although 

the roof is flat with timber fascias (Photo  47). The wooden panelling is in good condition; however, small 

cavities are present between the bricks due to the eroded mortar on all elevations of the extension (Photo  

48). A small porch is present on the southern elevation of the structure and is composed of timber and 

metal (Photo 49). This appears well sealed, with no potential access. The adjoining building features metal 

cladding with a brown render, and a brick main structure (Photo  50). uPVC windows are present throughout 

the block, all of which appear well sealed. The metal fascias appear well sealed on the western elevation, 

however gaps are present on all other elevations (Photo 53). The thermal properties of the metal make 

these unsuitable for crevice-dwelling bats. Timber fascias are present on the red-brick extension, and these 

feature some gaps and access points (Photo 52). Dense ivy coverage is present on the south-western 

elevation, which penetrates the timber soffits and provides  both access and roosting features for bats 

(Photo 52). Some vents are present on various elevations, however these are all grated and do not provide 

access points. The void in G Block was locked and was therefore inaccessible at the time of the survey. It  

is unknown whether evidence of bats is present within the void.  

Description of Block J 

Block J is a newer-build construction. It comprises red -brick walls, with white uPVC cladding coating various 

sections of the walls (Photo 55). The roof comprises plastic panelling, with five pitches (Photo  55). The 

uPVC fascias are mostly well-sealed, however some small gaps are present on all elevations (Photo 56). 

There are large holes in the brickwork to the rear of the building, and some areas of mortar have also 

eroded away, providing roosting points for crevice -dwelling bats (Photo 59-61). The windows are uPVC and 

all fit well in their apertures. There are some gaps present in the metalwork of the roof, particularly at the 

apex of the pitches and the metal ridge ti les (Photo 58). However, the thermal properties of these make 

them unsuitable for roosting bats. The roofing was updated in 2019, with cladding completed in 2023. The 

cladding on the roof is well -sealed throughout the building.  

Description of Block K 

Block K features wooden cladding and a felt roof, which is symmetrically pitched (Photo  62). The windows 

have timber frames which are well -sealed, fitting well into their apertures. The soffit is damaged on the 
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western elevation, with a large hole present towar ds the northern end (Photo  64). There are also gaps in 

the wall on both the eastern and western elevations where the wooden panelling has rot away,  which may 

be suitable for crevice-dwelling bats (Photo 63, Photo 65). The fascias, roof tiles and ridge tile s are all well 

aligned and well-sealed, and no lifted lead flashing is present. No void is present within the block . 

Description of Block L/R 

Block L/R is comprised of a red brick structure with sections of plastic cladding (Photo 67). The windows 

are composed of uPVC, and the bargeboards are constructed using metal. Some sections of the pitched 

roof are constructed using glass panelling and others using metal sheeting, which are all well -sealed 

throughout. Some very small gaps are present between the b rickwork where mortar is missing; however, 

these gaps are too small to be utilised by bats (Photo 68). No voids are present within the block, as the 

rooms extend up to the roof of the building.  

Description of Block S  

Block S is a two-storey structure comprised of brick, with some areas of plastic cladding (Photo 69). The 

windows and doors are comprised of uPVC, all of which are well -sealed and fit well into their apertures. 

The roof is flat and made of metal cladding. Security lights are present on all elevations of the block. The 

lead flashing is generally in good condition, however some sections are lifted around the entryway of the 

northern elevation (Photo 70). Gaps are present in the soffits at the apex of the building on the northern 

elevation (Photo 71) There are also gaps in the trim of the soffit on the western elevation (Photo 72).  No 

access to the loft hatch was available during the survey, therefore it is unknown whether evidence of bats 

is present. However, the void is deemed unsuitable for bats due to the metal cladding on the roof and the 

lack of access points. 

Description of Block T 

Block T is comprised of breezeblock, with plastic cladding. The roof is flat and comprises felt (Photo 76). 

The block is a two-storey structure with a one storey s tructure adjoining (Photo 73). Security lights are 

present on all elevations. The lead flashing appears to be raised on all elevations (Photo 77, Photo 81) A 

chimney is present, which is capped, and vents are also present on all elevations of the building. It is not 

clear whether these are guarded. The roof felt is lifted in some areas, creating gaps which bats could utilise 

for roosting and access into the building (Photo 76). The wooden porches on the northern and western 

elevations also feature some gaps caused by rotting timbers, which may be utilised by roosting bats (Photo  

78). The southern elevation features very large gaps and sections of missing timb ers from the wooden 

overhang, providing both roosting and hibernation potential  (Photo 80). There are gaps present in the 

metal cladding and soffit on the northern elevation, however this is not considered suitable for bats due to 

its thermal properties. T he loft void was visible only from the loft hatch, however no access points or light 

ingress were recorded. No evidence of bats was recorded during the survey. The void (Void 4) comprises 

breezeblock walls with plasterboard cladding (Photo 103). Timber flo or beams are clear with minimal 

clutter, and metal pipework runs across the floor . No evidence of bats was recorded during the survey.  
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Description of Block X 

Block X is constructed of breezeblock, with cement rendering and timber and metal cladding (Photo  83-

84). The building is reasonably newly-constructed and is well sealed throughout. The roof is flat (Photo  

90). In areas where the timber cladding meets metal, there are some gaps and lifting present, providing 

access to roosting bats (Photo 85). Gaps and holes are present in the timber cladding on the eastern 

elevation, where sections of timber have rotten away  (Photo 86-87). There are also some lifted timber 

planks on the northern elevation (Photo  88). Vents and chimneys are present, however all are capped with 

no access available to bats. Security lights are present on all elevations. No voids are present, making the 

building wholly unsuitable for void -dwelling bats. 

Description of Block Z 

Block Z is constructed of brick and wooden cladding (Photo 91). Wooden soffits are present on all 

elevations, and the fascias are constructed using plastic (Photo 91). The roof is flat and made of felt. The 

building is reasonably well-sealed, however a very small cavity is present in the fascia board on the eastern 

elevation, and some areas of the soffit box are not flush to the surrounding wall on the southern elevation. 

These may provide access or roosting locations for crevice-dwelling bats. A large gap is also present 

between the soffit panels on the north -west elevation (Photo 92). No voids are present. 

Description of Energy Centre 

The Energy Centre is a small building situated between blocks X and L/R. It is comprised of brick, with a 

cement render (Photo 97). The roof is flat and made of metal sheeting, which is w ell-sealed. The building 

is newly constructed and well-sealed on all elevations.  

Description of Chemical Store 

The Chemical Store is a small building comprised of red brick, with wooden doors and a flat felt roof (Photo  

94). The soffits are constructed us ing timber. There is a large gap present where the soffit meets the wall 

on the northern elevation, as well as a large gap where the timber fascia has come away from the on the 

eastern elevation (Photo 95-96). Both of these features could provide potential  roosting or hibernation 

points for bats.  
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Photo 19: A Block External Photo 20: Gap Between Timber Bargeboard and 
Metal Garage Door (A Block) 

  
Photo 21: Open Void Panel, Connecting A Block 
Buildings  

Photo 22: Gap Between Window Frame and Soffit 
Box ( A Block) 

  
Photo 23: A Block (Internal)  Photo 24: B Block (External) 
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Photo 25: Gaps Beneath Lead Flashing (B Block) Photo 26: Large Gaps in Brickwork (B Block) 

  
Photo 27: Hole in Wooden Cladding (B Block) Photo 28: Vents in Red Brick Building (B Block) 

  

 
  

Photo 29: Large Gap in Soffit Box (B Block) Photo 30: Gap in Soffit Box  (B Block)  
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Photo 31: Damaged Wooden Panelling (Southern 
Elevation) (B Block) 

Photo 32: Crevice Caused by Eroded Mortar (B 
Block) 

 

  

 

Photo 33: C Block (External) Photo 34: Small Cavity in Mortar (C Block)  

 
Photo 35: Cavities in Mortar (C Block) ss 

  

 

 

 
  

Photo 36: E Block Exterior 
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Photo 37: Hole in Brickwork Behind Soffit (E Block) Photo 38: Raised Metal Trim on Fascia (E Block) 

  
Photo 39: Hole in Wood Panelling (E Block) Photo 40: Gaps in Brickwork Beneath Soffit (E 

Block) 

  
 

Photo 41: Crack in Plastic Soffit Trim (E Block) Photo 42: Connecting Building Between E and F 
Block with Damaged Wood Panelling 
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Photo 43: F Block (External) Photo 44: Lifted Wood Panelling (F Block) 

  
Photo 45: Missing Sections of Wooden Cladding (F 
Block) 

Photo 46: Damaged Wood Panelling (F Block) 

  
 

Photo 47: G Block, Exterior Photo 48: Eroded Mortar (G Block) 
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Photo 49: Timber Porch Overhang (G Block) Photo 50: Cladding on Exterior of G Block 

  
Photo 51: Rear of G Block with Dense Ivy Coverage 
(G Block) 

Photo 52: Ivy Growing into Soffit  (G Block) 

  
 

Photo 53: Lifted Metal Trim, Southern Elevation (G 
Block) 

Photo 54: Gaps Beneath uPVC Trim, Southern 
Elevation (G Block) 
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Photo 55: J Block (External) Photo 56: Gaps Between Bargeboards (J Block) 

  
Photo 57: J Block Cladding and Roof Structure  Photo 58: Gaps in Ridge/End Tiles (J Block) 

  
 

Photo 59: Missing Brick, Eastern Elevation (J Block) Photo 60: Gap Above Drain Pipe, Northern 
Elevation (J Block) 
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Photo 61: Gaps in Brickwork, Northern Elevation (J 
Block) 

Photo 62: K Block Exterior 

  
Photo 63: Missing Wooden Cladding, Western 
Elevation (K Block) 

Photo 64: Large Missing Section of Soffit (K Block) 

  
Photo 65: Damaged Wooden Panelling (K Block) Photo 66: Uncapped Vent (K Block) 
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Photo 67: Combined Blocks L and R Photo 68: Gaps in Brickwork (Circled) (Block L/R) 

  
Photo 69: S Block Exterior (Block L/R) Photo 70: Raised Lead Flashing (Block L/R) 

  
Photo 71: Gaps Present in Soffits at Apex (Block 
L/R) 

Photo 72: Gap in Trim of Soffit (Block L/R)  
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Photo 73: T Block (External) Photo 74: Lifted Lead Flashing (T Block) 

  
Photo 75: Lifted Roof Trim  (T Block) Photo 76: Gap Beneath Roofing Felt (T Block) 

  
Photo 77: Lifted Lead Flashing (T Block) Photo 78: Gap in Porch Surrounding Pillar (T 

Block) 
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Photo 79: Gap Beneath Soffit (T Block) Photo 80: Damaged Timber Porch Cover (T Block) 

  
Photo 81: Raised Lead Flashing (T Block) Photo 82: Vents Present (Guarding Unknown) (T 

Block) 

  
Photo 83: X Block (Exterior) Photo 84: X Block (Exterior) 
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Photo 85: Gap Beneath Raised Timber Panel (X 
Block) 

Photo 86: Gaps Between Wooden Panelling (X 
Block) 

  
Photo 87: Damaged/Rotting Timber Panelling (X 
Block) 

Photo 88: Lifted Wooden Panelling (X Block) 

  
Photo 89: Gap in Wall Above Flat Roof (X Block) Photo 90: X Block Roof  
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Photo 91: Z Block Exterior Photo 92: Gap in Soffits (Z Block) 

  
Photo 93: Damaged Soffit (Z Block) Photo 94: Chemical Storage Buildings (Z Block) 

  
Photo 95: Damaged Timber Soffit (Z Block) Photo 96: Lifted Fascia (Z Block) 
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Photo 97: Energy Centre (External) Photo 98: Void Access to A Block Connecting 
Structure (Void 1) 

 

  

 

Photo 99: Internal View of Void 1 (External)  Photo 100: Internal View of Void 2   

  

 

Photo 101: Covered Water Tank in B Block (Void 3) Photo 102: Uncovered Vent Allowing Access (Void 
3) 

 

  

 

  



Acer Ecology 
 
   

 
P2335: Coleg Gwent Crosskeys Campus, Crosskeys: Preliminary Ecological Appraisal: May 2023   46 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potential Building Roosts  

B3, B9 and B14 have been assessed as having negligible potential to support roosting bats. 

B1, B4, B6-8, B10, B12, B13 and B15 have all been assessed as having low potential to support roosting 

bats. 

B2, B5 and B11 have been assessed as having moderate potential to support roosting bats. 

Potential Tree Roosts  

Many trees within the  site have simple growth forms and an absence of associated potential bat roost 

features. However, the trees marked T1-11 on Plan 5 comprised several trees ranging from semi-mature 

to mature in age.  Potential roosting features are present on T1-11. T1 features a broken limb on the south -

western elevation, with a large hole in the remaining limb section.  It has been assessed as having moderate 

potential. T2 has dense ivy coverage on all elevations, with low roosting potential, and T3 features a 

snapped limb on the north -eastern side of the trunk.   T4-T10 feature dense ivy coverage and are therefore 

considered to have low roosting potential , with the exception of T8 which was deemed to be moderate . 

T11 has some knot holes on the south-eastern elevation, with f laking bark and multiple cracks/gaps in the 

bark. It has been assessed as having low roosting potential. 

Potential Foraging and Commuting Habitat  

The campus comprises large and relatively modern campus buildings on hard standing, with some areas 

of heavily managed amenity grassland and a small number of scattered trees. The habitats surrounding 

the campus includes a railway lined with dense trees to the north, which may act as an ecological corridor 

for foraging and commuting bats, connecting the campus bui ldings to the wider landscape. The Ebbw River 

is located to the south-west of the site and is lined by trees which may be used by foraging and commuting 

bats to travel between the campus and the wider woodland landscape. These features make the area of 

moderate-quality for foraging and commuting bats.  

An assessment of the value of the habitats on site for foraging and commuting bats is given in the table 

below: 

Photo 103: Internal View (Void 4)  
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4.3.1.   Buildings with Low Potential  

B1, B4, B6-8, B10, B12, B13 and B15 (Blocks A, E, G, J, K, S, X, and Z, Chemical Storage) have all been 

assessed as having low potential to support roosting bats. Current best practice guidelines (Collins, 2016) 

state that one survey visit should be undertaken on buildings with low roost suitability comprising one dusk 

emergence or dawn re-entry survey. The survey should be undertaken from May to August.   

Table 12: Building Potential and Surveyor Numbers 

Building Number Building Name Roosting Potential Number of Surveys 
Required 

Number of Surveyors 
Required 

B1 A Block Low One Eight 

B2 / B5 B Block / F 
Block 

Moderate Two 13 

B3 C Block Negligible None N/A 

B4 E Block Low One Seven 

B6 G Block Low One Eight 

B7 J Block Low One Eight 

B8 K Block Low One Six 

B9 L/R Block Negligible None N/A 

B10 S Block Low One Six 

B11 T Block Moderate Two 13 

B12 X Block Low One 13 

B13 Z Block Low One Six 

B14 Energy Centre Negligible None N/A 

B15 Chemical Store Low One Two 

4.3.2.   Buildings with Moderate Potential  

B2, B5 and B11 (Blocks B, F and T) have been assessed as having moderate potential to support roosting 

bats. Current best practice guidelines (Collins, 2016) state that two separate survey visits should be 

undertaken on buildings with moderate roost suitability comprising one dusk emergence  and a separate 

dawn re-entry survey32. The surveys should be undertaken from May to September, with at least one of 

the surveys between May and August.   

4.3.3.   Works to Trees   

No works to any large trees are currently proposed as part of the works. If the de velopment proposals 

change, however, the mature trees with low or moderate potential for supporting roosting bats, which are 

proposed for either felling or other arboricultural works (e.g. pruning, lopping, crown reduction etc.), should 

be subject to dawn re-entry surveys to better establish and quantify their use by roosting bats.  

 
32  See exceptions in Interim Guidance Note: Use of Night Vision Aids for Bat Emergence Surveys and Further Comment on Dawn 
Surveys (Bat Conservation Trust, 2022) 
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Drawing 1: Site Plan  
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Plan 2: Site Location  
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Plan 3: Site Location and Protected Sites within 2km  
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Plan 3: Site Location and Protected Sites within 10km  
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Plan 4: Site Location and SINCS (0.5km Buffer)  
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Plan 5: River Catchment  
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Plan 6: Location of Water Bodies within 0.5km of Site  
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Plan 7: Habitats and Vegetation  
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Plan 8: Building Location Plan  
 

  
























































